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Rome or Naples or Venice. A reference to the chimes
of the one, a conversation (in an unpublished novel)
carried on at the other, and a few general remarks
about the contrast between Scotch and English uni-
versities are all that is to be found about them in his
writings,

In 1875 came the walk up the valley of the Loing
with Sir Walter Simpson, in which Stevenson's costume
led to the incarceration described in the Epilogue to An
Inland Voyage, and this trip being cut short, he joined
his parents, as he had intended, at Wiesbaden, and
went with them to Homburg and Mainz.

In 1876 he spent the second week in January walking
in Carrick and Galloway, when he slept a night at
Ballantrae, and later in the year, after a visit in August
to the Jenkins near Loch Carron, he joined Sir Walter
Simpson again and took the canoe journey of the
Inland Voyage from Antwerp to Brussels, and then
from the French frontier by the Oise almost to the
Seine,

These journeys and the general change in Stevenson's
life were rendered possible, as 1 have said, by the liber-
ality of his father (some ten years later he wrote, "I
fall always on my feet; but I am constrained to add
that the best part of my legs seems to be my father112),
yet it must not be supposed that Stevenson, even now
was often in funds. He was open-handed to a fault;
and he had many wants of his own which often went
unsatisfied; It is to this period that a story belongs
which he was fond of telling against himself* He was
staying in London, and had. protracted his visit to the
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